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Key numbers

796 Pupils impacted
14 Participating schools
21 Workshops
12 Outreach programmes
Grant Objectives
The Learning Zone aimed to use the grant to expand education provision into the London Borough of Ealing, providing workshops and outreach education
projects within targeted areas. In addition the funding would be used to provide additional sessions in schools in Hounslow and Ealing that are over two
miles from the centre.
During a very successful Year 1, we were able to use BFSS funding to introduce the GPLZ brand to a number of new schools in areas previously unexplored
or in areas of high deprivation. Results were very positive. 719 pupils were able to access exciting education programmes - including Olympic and
Storytelling workshops and afterschool education clubs - with very positive feedback from the schools and pupils.
In Year 2 our aim was to strengthen relationships with these new schools, creating additional workshops to complement school work and also to build on
our outreach programmes which together would help sustain the GPLZ beyond the funding period.
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Outreach Programmes
1. 90 Minutes Programme – KS2
‘90 Minutes’ is a unique programme delivered by Brentford Community Sports Trust coaches, combining football and literacy in two 45 minute segments.
The literacy component of 90 Minutes is all sport related which will engage pupils, offering them an interesting context from which to learn. It also
combines other aspects of the curriculum including Numeracy, Geography and History. The pupils then enjoy a football coaching session once the
workbooks have been completed. We worked closely with school teachers who selected year 5 & 6 pupils they thought would benefit most from additional
education after school.
Pupils taking part in the 90 Minutes programme completed our ‘Attitude to learning’ self-assessment questionnaire in the first and final session. We
averaged the findings to produce the following results.
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Teacher feedback
The children really enjoyed it and we’d be very happy to do a similar programme later in the year. They certainly have a greater sense of responsibility and
are far more confident.
Attendance has improved on those days the project took place and key sports skills have been gained. The higher attendance will surely be a positive factor
on the young people’s attainment.
We chose an equal number of boys and girls for this project. It was good to see the boys working well together with the girls, both in the class and also whilst
taking part in the sports activities.
Children were consistently highly motivated from the very first session.

2. 90 Minutes – KS3
Greenford High School is situated in the northwest of London Borough of Ealing. It is in an area we identified in Year 1 as it fell under the 25% most
deprived for education in England (Ealing Indices of Deprivation 2010). Together with the Whole School Literacy Coordinator we identified a group of
underachieving boys and adapted our 90 Minute primary programme to suit KS3 boys in Year 9. The students attended GPLZ once a week for 12 weeks,
spending 45 minutes working on improving Literacy (by looking at extracts from football autobiographies to inspire creative writing) with 45 minutes
football coaching as a reward. During the classroom lesson students spent time looking at extracts from football autobiographies from players Roy Keane
and Fabrice Muamba to inspire creative writing. The programme was very successful with the school keen to run the programme again in September.

Whole School Coordinator, Greenford High School:
By exploiting our boys’ love of football as a means of improving achievement we believed we had a chance at breaking down the barriers that disaffected
boys in our school. It was a great space that provided the students with a setting outside the classroom. 100% of boys improved their written expression by
at least one GCSE grade. 80% of the boys who attended at least 82% of the time achieved higher in both attainment and effort grades.
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Student example – First Lesson

Student example – Final Lesson

Student Feedback:
I loved it because we got to play football. It helped my English. It helped me improve my sentences, punctuation and vocabulary. Now I got a C in English!
The place was cool because of the football stadium. Before I was getting Es and Ds but now I’m getting Cs and maybe a B.
I liked it because it helped me improve my English. I used to give up quickly but now I can concentrate more.
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3. Ipad Literacy Programmes
Our recently purchased Apple ipads enabled us to add a new dimension to our teaching, particularly around the use of creative technology in the
classroom. One project saw us facilitate outreach ipad sessions in Primary schools focusing on improving Literacy. Schools identified a group of reluctant
readers, low in confidence in year 5 (9-10 year olds) who created and edited personal story books using a Book Creator app on the ipads. The project
produced some very positive results and a few key statements have been highlighted below (taken from the pupil self-evaluation questionnaires).

Class teacher comments
Pupils who attended the project are more confident in
using the ipad to create literacy work. Working alongside
other intervention programmes, the Learning Zone has
helped improve the pupils’ attainment. Pupils are much,
much more engaged in the areas and willing to share their
learning.
We also carried out a case study about one of the pupils (Conar) taking part in the project from Viking Primary School (full case study attached).
Deputy Head Teacher comments
The main area of improvement has been speaking and listening. He will now listen to the opinion of others and then give his own point of view. He respects
the views of others even if he does not agree with them. It has also proved to Conar that if he concentrates and focuses on his tasks he can produce some
very good work and be rewarded in the process.
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Education Workshops
We have continued to design interesting new workshops for primary schools which complement and add enrichment to pupil’s school curriculum. One new
area of focus was Berrymede Primary School which is situated within South Acton estate in Ealing. The school caters for a rich diversity of ethnic
backgrounds…..the proportion of pupils who find learning or concentrating difficult is much higher than found in most other primary schools (Ofsted 2008)
We have formed a great new relationship with the teachers and pupils at the school facilitating a number of workshops including those described below.
We also identified a number of schools in central Hounslow to work closely with, as they are much larger than the average-sized primary school and pupils
known to be eligible for free school meals are well above average.
Health Kick Workshop
Over the course of the workshop pupils are challenged to design the ultimate sporting smoothie which
they create and is then taste tested by their peers. Pupils learn about what the top
healthy fruits are and what smoothies the Brentford FC players drink. Pupils also
enjoyed participating in a set of football skills challenges. Health Kick is designed to
reinforce the health and wellbeing message enabling pupils to develop in teamwork,
creativity, communication, whilst also building an understanding of the importance of
fruit in their diet and regular exercise.
Feedback
Pupils
I loved tasting all the smoothies. It was the first time I had seen a blueberry!
I learned that we didn’t have to add sugar as the fruit was sooo sweet.
Teachers
We really enjoyed our visit to Griffin Park. We have a lot of keen footballers in this year group
and we thought it was important to reinforce the healthy eating message, especially using the
Brentford footballers as positive examples.
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World War 2 Workshop
We designed an interactive WW2 Experience for schools during which pupils
had the chance to step back in time and experience what life was like during
the Second World War. Griffin Park Stadium is 110 years old and fans used to
shelter under the stands during air raids, so this provided the perfect location
for our air raid shelter. Pupils experienced an air raid with full siren in
darkness, listened to accounts from children growing up during the bombings
and also had a Q&A session with a WW2 Soldier.
During each activity pupils completed a worksheet that they then referred to when
writing up what they had learned during the day.

Feedback
Teachers
Really nice for us to come on a day out where the staff really can engage our pupils.
Being able to meet the soldier was an excellent idea as pupils were given a real
sense of what it was really like to fight in the war.
We had done some work on WW2 and the class had researched key figures such as Hitler, but not much yet on evacuation and
rationing so the workshop was a perfect starting point for those topics. A very worthwhile trip, much closer than London!
Pupils
I have found it really good and it is good for us to know about WW2 because a lot of people around during the war are now too old.
I really liked being in the Air Raid Shelter even though it was dark and scary.
We learned about the V2 bombs not making any noise before they exploded.

BFSS Report Year 2

Bees Environmental Awareness Workshop
Following the success of the Sidney Sneed storytelling sessions developed in Year 1, we decided to create
an environmental awareness workshop which linked directly with Brentford Football Club. Brentford FC are
known as ‘The Bees’ and there has been an alarming decline in the bee population in the UK over the last
few years which has prompted the government to launch an urgent and comprehensive review. Without
them it would cost farmers around £1.8billion a year to pollinate crops which would have a massive impact
on the economy. One in three mouthfuls of the food we eat is dependent on pollination at a time when a
crisis is threatening the world's honey bees (British Beekeepers Association 2014) After liaising with schools
to see if they would be interested in the topic we spoke with local bee keepers to increase our knowledge
and then put together an interactive workshop.
We facilitated the workshop in the schools and pupils learned all about the importance of bees, the main threats to their environment and how they can
help ensure the bee population grows. They were also set the challenge of making their own bees using recycled materials they had collected and brought
into school.
Feedback
Pupils
My best bit was making my bee. It was great we could make any colour bee we
wanted.
I really enjoyed it when we were telling bee jokes
I learnt that without bees we wouldn’t be able to eat pizzas!
Teachers
The staff were excellent and encouraged the whole class to take part in all the activities. The children were very excited to have visitors from the football club
and enjoyed showing off their bee creations to all the other classes.
We have recently created a wonderful new natural wildlife garden in the playground for pupils to learn and play in. When we heard about the Bees
workshops we definitely wanted to be involved.
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Griffin Park Learning Zone User Numbers – BFSS YEAR 2
PREDICTED
YEAR 2

Apr-13

May-13

Jun-13

Jul-13

Aug-13

Sep-13

Oct-13

Nov-13

Dec-13

Jan-14

Feb-14

Mar-14

Potential number of users
Workshops
New users

60

Outreach sessions
Total numb er per month

60

60

60

30

16

14

30

76

74

-

90

30

16

16

44

16

106

74

90

90

570

28

16

28

208

28

106

118

90
90

Total Year 2

778

ACTUAL
YEAR 2

Apr-13

May-13

Jun-13

Jul-13

Aug-13

Sep-13

Oct-13

Nov-13

Dec-13

Jan-14

Feb-14

Mar-14

Potential number of users
Workshops
New users

30

Outreach sessions

16

15

60
24

Total numb er per month

46

15

84

90

148

-

14
90

-

14

60

60

126

40
148

100

59

60

Total Year 2

Breakdown of Education Programmes

Breakdown of Education programmes
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180

633
163

54
59

796

Summary
Over the past 2 years GPLZ has enjoyed a great deal of success working on a number of exciting programmes across the London Borough of Ealing and
Hounslow. The British & Foreign Schools Society grant has been fundamental in allowing us the flexibility to offer new educational learning experiences to
children in local authority areas of need.
Not only has our reach across the two Boroughs increased but also the breadth of activities we have been able to offer. The longer outreach programmes,
like our ‘90 Minutes Programme’, have highlighted to schools the benefit of working in partnership to improve students’ results.
We have been able to form and establish some excellent links with a large number of new schools in previously unexplored areas and have been able to
adjust our programmes to adapt and suit each school. There are a number of areas of deprivation in which we have been able to take our programmes and
inspire pupils and help raise their aspirations for the future.
The positive feedback we have received is proof that through these alternative education experiences and environment, young people are able to thrive,
gain confidence and maximise their abilities. We will continue to work with schools on new ways GPLZ programmes and staff can contribute to their school
curriculum and help to developing more young people into lifelong learners.
GPLZ Sustainability
Alongside the success of the projects in this report, the Learning Zone has also seen some other exciting developments:
Our work and that of our colleagues at the BFC Community Sports Trust has been recognised on two fronts.
We were recently named Johnstone’s Paint Community Club of the Year at the Football League Awards 2014, an award which recognises the best
community scheme in the country for engaging and inspiring the local community through sport and education programmes.
The BFCCST has also been a contributory factor in planning permission being granted for a new Brentford FC Community Stadium, which we look forward to
moving into in 2016. This will include education space 3 times the size of our current facility - a very exciting prospect for the future growth of GPLZ.
We have spent the last 6 months working with young people (14-16yrs) and their families on the ‘Hounslow Families First Programme’. The students were
selected by various London Borough of Hounslow agencies as they had been identified as vulnerable with very low school attendance. Following some
excellent feedback from the schools we have been commissioned to run the programme again this year.
Our Short Breaks programme, working with young people with disabilities, continues to thrive and in view of the new SEN reforms we have just completed
a borough wide consultation with young people with disabilities on provision and facilities. A panel of young people will present findings at a future
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members committee.
The upcoming FIFA Football World Cup gives us another exciting opportunity to work with schools. We have already started planning to work with classes
to produce reports on up to the minute world cup events, using our ipads with a focus on enhancing research, speaking and presentation skills.
To quote one teacher, “I didn’t realise the football club offered these projects. We will be back again”
The British & Foreign Schools Society has helped ensure more schools are aware of the GPLZ brand and have benefited from our exciting activities. We will
continue to challenge ourselves going forward into the new stadium, by building on the success of current programmes and designing new ones.
Thank you for your support.
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